
 
 
January 13, 2022 
 
RE: Berrien County COVID-19 Spike – Do Not Attend School if Sick 
 
Dear Berrien RESA Parents/Guardians/Staff: 
 
Thank you for your continued dedication to keeping our schools safe for students and 
staff so they we may remain open for in-person learning. We know that children learn 
best in the classroom, and while the past two years – and especially these past few 
months and weeks – have been trying, your efforts have been nothing short of heroic. 
 
As we experience another surge in COVID-19 cases in Berrien County, we are fortunate 
to be able to build on the knowledge we have gained and the latest science to keep 
students, staff, and our school community healthy. As the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) has stated, “multiple studies have shown that transmission within 
school settings is typically lower than – or at least similar to – levels of community 
transmission, when prevention strategies are in place.” This means that, thanks to our 
COVID-19 mitigation plan, our buildings continue to be a safe place to learn and grow. 
When there are higher levels of transmission of COVID-19 in our community, it is 
particularly important to strengthen those strategies for preventing spread in school. 
Additional prevention measures include Test to Stay programs, wearing a mask, and 
carefully monitoring for illness – all strategies already being implemented by Berrien 
RESA. 
 
Reports from the Berrien County Health Department indicate that the Omicron variant is 
more transmissible than the highly contagious Delta variant. Recent data shows that 
Berrien RESA has had an increase in the number students and staff testing positive for 
COVID-19 from outside exposures. We also know that isolating infectious persons is 
essential for preventing COVID-19 transmission – both at home and at school, even with 
increased mitigation strategies in place. With that said, we still need your help to control 
transmission. While we are wearing masks, cleaning regularly, and isolating those that 
are positive or showing signs of illness, individuals are still coming to school with 
symptoms. This disregard of our plan is resulting in a number of COVID-19 
exposures (close contacts). By ignoring this important guidance, individuals are 
potentially jeopardizing the health of others, causing staff to lose sick 
time/income, stressing an already sparse substitute teacher pool, and preventing 
students from receiving in-classroom instruction and social-emotional resources. 
I urge you - for the benefit of our Berrien RESA family - if you or your student is 
sick for any reason, do not attend work/school.  
 
We can do this together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html

